Toni Sender
would have interested the anti-war movement. What
was to be my attitude? Was it to be a double
allegiance, one to the anti-war movement and another
to the firm ? Should I " bore from within " for the
sake of my cause? "No," I reasoned. "I must
answer confidence with confidence. If they trust me
in the firm, I must show them that. I deserve it. I
cannot serve my cause by deceit. Objectionable
means cannot further a great idea." Once this view-
point was clear, I resisted every temptation to use for
the' sake of my anti-war activities any knowledge
obtained in the execution of my business duty.
Although my first reaction to the voting of the war
credits by the German Socialists was a determination
to give up my membership in the party, I dropped this
idea of isolation when I returned to Frankfurt. Some-
one in Biebrich had already told me of an opposition
within the Social Democratic party and had given me
the name of one of its leaders, Robert Dissmann, of
the Socialist provincial organization.
Robert was one of the most interesting figures in
the German labour movement and a person whom I
came to respect as a leader and to hold in affection
as a man. Of a lower middle-class family in the Lower
Rhine district, he had had only the education of a
three-class village school. In his teens, however, he
had become an official of the Metal Workers Union
in his home district, and a successful and popular
one. He was the most indefatigable worker I have
ever known. When you saw a man with a long, down-
ward hanging, blond moustache, his extra-large brief-
case stuffed with documents and books, rushing
through the streets with his clothes hanging loosely